Till
THE Government of India and the Provin-
cial Governments have to live up to an
enormous variety of popular conceptions
of them. No Government in Europe or on
the .American continent is called to a task
in any degree comparable. " Ma - Bap ! "
says the North Indian villager when the
British official approaches him: " You
are my father and my mother ! " and over
vast areas of rural India it is this paternal
view of Government that prevails among
these same masses, and not only among
them is it felt that the punishment of
crime is not a matter for society as a whole
operating through Government, but wholly
a matter for the Government itself. There
are at the very least, even to-day, one
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